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widely known and influential American actor from the 1950s to his tragic death in a car accident on
September 30, 1955. He was perhaps the most famous American actor of his day and spent much of

his career in films portraying strong, passionate male characters. James Dean was born on June 8,
1931 in Wichita, Kansas. As a child, Dean was often sick and underwent periodic operations on his

eyes and face. In high school, Dean played baseball, football and basketball and was nearly killed in
a car accident in which his head smashed against the pavement. Determined to make something of

himself, Dean dropped out of college in order to seek work as an actor. Dean's first movie role was in
Badlands of the Heart (1952), where he played a naive farmhand. However, this film proved to be his
big break as he was cast in East of Eden (1955). For this role, Dean was paid $7,500 and received a
screen credit as "James Dean." He was then cast in Giant, released in 1956. Dean's films often dealt

with romantic themes, reflecting his personal life. In Rebel Without a Cause, the titular character
represents a generation of youth who were disillusioned by the rational philosophy of the 1950s and
was seeking a new source of strength. James Dean himself longed for a strong male role model, but
found himself unable to find one in his real-life family or the movies themselves. His life as an actor
changed forever when he was cast as the troubled yet fated hero Jim Stark in the film Giant (1956).
The film was a box office success and became widely known as a cult classic. From then on, Dean's

star rose rapidly. He was also signed to a dramatic contract with Warner Bros. After Giant, Dean
played the one-dimensional "cowboy" in Johnny Guitar (1954) and the naïve "painter" in East of

Eden. In 1955 Dean starred in The Reckless Moment, where he played James Dean. The film would
finally introduce the character Jim Stark to moviegoers. Although it was never as popular as Giant, it

enjoyed some success and is now considered a classic. Dean tried to hide his private life from the
public. In addition to his girlfriend Natalie Wood, Dean dated Holly Golightly in The Bonfire of the
Vanities (1961) and had a brief affair with Salome Jens in Rebel Without a Cause. However, in his

personal life, Dean was a mess, struggling with substance abuse, drug addiction, and a lack of faith
in God. He also suffered from depression and attempted suicide several times. In March 1956, Dean
married Wood and they moved into a large house in Los Angeles. His next film, The Left-Handed Gun
(1958) was a critical and commercial failure. A remake of 1932's The Return of Frank James, the film

reflected the actor's penchant for strong, masculine roles.
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