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Purish-nama (Urdu: اربرشنام آلیم "In English, " The
Book Of Imams") is the most famous book of Ismaili
mythology compiled by the Ismaili Isma'ili scholars
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into 250 Persian verses in the mid-fourteenth
century under the orders of the imam's sons. The
book contains the Ismaili Imams (through his chief
son al-Muntakhab bi al-Lubnani) who from the view
of Ismailis believed as the rightful successors to Ali
b. Abi Taleb and whose stories was written in early
Persian and later rediscovered by modern Ismaili
scholars. The book is the longest compilation of

biographies in any of the various Persian literature.
The book contains 29 biographies of the Ismaili
Imams from the first, Abu Bakr onward. It is the

source for biographies of all but the latest 14 Imams
except for the last 5. It is also the source for many

oral traditions of early Ismailis. The book is a
compendium of Imams' biographies and contains

traditional narratives of their lives, their sayings and
deeds; however it lacks the dates of events. The

information from the text is supplemented by other
sources such as books of Imams 0cc13bf012
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